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UPDATE RE: DECLARATION OF PANDEMIC PHASE 6
Thursday, June 11, 2009
Today the World Health Organization raised its level of influenza pandemic alert from Phase 5 to Phase 6, based on their assessment of current scientific evidence.  This decision is an indication of sustained community spread of the virus in more than one continental region, and not the severity of illness.  Here in Ontario, the virus continues to resemble seasonal influenza with mild symptoms in the majority of cases. 
Despite this escalation in level, we do not advise any restrictions at present.  There are no confirmed cases of the novel H1N1 Influenza A virus in the Peterborough region.  The Peterborough County-City Health Unit encourages routine infection prevention and control practices at this time.  We would appreciate your assistance in increased surveillance and monitoring for the potential arrival of this virus in our community.
We will keep you apprised in the event that further actions are necessary.

The Peterborough County-City Health Unit is continuing to stay on course with our pandemic planning activities.  We are regularly updating our stakeholders and including them in our planning efforts to ensure they are prepared for any increase in activity. The Health Unit will continue to keep the community informed of any developments and is very encouraged by the degree of engagement and commitment among all our partners.
