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SALMONELLA ORANIENBERG OUTBREAK IN ONTARIO 

25 C as es  R eported S ince Late J uly   
 

NE W S  August 14, 2010 
 

 
Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Arlene King, is advising the public that there is an outbreak 
of Salmonella Oranienberg in the province. 
 
Salmonella Oranienberg is a rare form of Salmonella that causes acute intestinal infection in humans. 
 
Since late July, a total of 25 cases of Salmonella Oranienberg have been identified in Ontario.  In a typical 
month, Ontario sees three cases of Salmonella Oranienberg. 
 
Twelve cases have an identical genetic fingerprint and results are pending for the remaining 13 cases.  A 
large proportion of cases are young adult males in their 20s.  Cases are clustered in the Greater Toronto 
Area.  The source of the outbreak is not known at this time although the Ministry of Health and Long-Term 
Care is aware of a Canadian Food Inspection Agency warning about green onions in Toronto.  
   
The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care is investigating the outbreak in conjunction with local health units, 
and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. 
 
The increase in Salmonella cases has prompted Dr. King to remind Ontarians about the importance of 
properly handling and preparing food. 
 
QUOT E S  
 
“Salmonella can cause serious illness and, in rare cases, death among the very young, elderly and those with 
weakened immune systems arising from chronic medical conditions. People need to remember to properly 
handle and prepare food.”  
-- Dr. Arlene King, Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health 
 
QUIC K  F AC T S  
 
 Symptoms of salmonellosis may include nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal cramps and fever. 
 Salmonella can cause serious and sometimes fatal infections in some people, such as children, the 

elderly and those with weakened immune systems. 
 Symptoms of salmonellosis generally occur within 6 to 72 hours after exposure to contaminated food and 

may last 2 to 5 days. 
 
L E AR N MOR E  
 
Find out more about Salmonella online. 
 
Find out more about safe food practices.  
 

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/english/public/pub/disease/salmonella.html�
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/english/public/program/pubhealth/safefood/safefood_mn.html�


Media Contacts: 
Andrew Morrison, Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, 416-314-6197 

            ontario.ca/health-news 
Disponible en français 

 
 
 

 
 


	News Release       Communiqué
	SALMONELLA ORANIENBERG OUTBREAK IN ONTARIO
	25 Cases Reported Since Late July
	Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Arlene King, is advising the public that there is an outbreak of Salmonella Oranienberg in the province.
	QUOTES
	QUICK FACTS
	LEARN MORE

	NEWS
	            ontario.ca/health-news Disponible en français


